puts in him . For this reason, a doctor owes to his patients complete loyalty and all the resources of his science. He has the responsibility of putting in the maximum effort in all aspects of health care to achieve the optimum result for his patients. Allah says "0 you who believe, betray not the trust of Allah and the Apostle.'" "You who believe, fulfill all obligtions. " A doctor must at all times continue to perfect himself in the science and art of medicine. Continued medical education should form part of the daily curriculum of a doctor. It is one of the means whereby a doctor can sincerely feel that he is doing the best he can for a patient. Allah says in the Qur'an:
"0 my Lord advance me in knowledge. " 6 " Wisdom is knowledge and is a great wealth. " 7 
Temperament:
A doctor must always be kind, gentle and generous to his patients. He should always behave correctly towards his patients. He shouJd show compassion to his patients when the occasion demands. This will create an atmosphere of confidence, relaxation and trust in the company of patients and this is conductive to the practice of good medicine. Islam preaches kindness and generosity on the part of Muslims at all times. Allah says in the Qur'an: " It is part of the mercy of Allah that thou dost deal gently with them."' "Always say a word directed to the right."'
5.
Humility: A doctor must be humble because he knows that his knowledge of medicine is always imperfect and inadequate. This humility will permit him to learn from others even from junior colleagues. The Qur'an teaches us humility in all spheres of life. "And the servants of Allah are those who walk on the earth in humility." A doctor must at all times offer hope lo his patients. He must always try to relieve the suffering of his patients, be it physical or mental. He must never harm a patient, even during an attempt to lreat his disease. 
Priviledged position:
A doctor must nol use his priviledged position for any form of personal gain, e.g., in a business transaction with his patients, etc.
Confidentiality:
A doctor must not divulge any of the personal information he/she comes to know about the patients. Because of the confidence entrusted him, confidentiality is a must. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: "A confidence given is a trust:" 1 l
The Qur'an has strict rules about the principle of trust. "Allah doth command you to render back your trust to those to whom they are due .... "u
Emotional involvement:
A doctor must not become romantically involved with a patient. The doctor must at all times restrain physical and emotional feelings evoked by palients. Should a physician fail in this or should a patient become physically attracted to the physician, it is the duty of the physician to delegate the care of this patient to a colleague.
IO. Abortion:
Abortion is prohibited. An exception is the therapeutic abortion if it is the only way to save the mother's life. Allah says in the Qur'an: " ... kill not your children for fear of want. We shall provide sustenance for you and for them ... " 15 However, this particular verse is probably more
Page 22 -J!MA: Volume 20, 1988 relevant to infanticide than to abortion. However, in an attempt to relieve the suffering of a patient who is dying of a fatal disease, the doctor may unwillingly help the patient on his way to bis death. ln this particular case, I believe that the doctor is not committing euthanasia but is observing one of the basic rules of medical ethics i.e. relieve the suffering of his patients.*
Exorcism:
Appeal to Allah to remove someone's illness is not prohibited but having recourse to evil practices is definitely prohibited. Bad omens and superstilious beliefs are unlawful and were greatly condemned by the Holy Prophet (PBUH).
14. Teaching: A doctor must always be ready to teach his junior colleagues and students in Medicine everything he knows and must not hide any special knowledge or special formula of drugs or special technique in surgery. The best embodiment of this principle is the life of the Holy Prophet Mu~ammad (PBUH) who devoted his entire life to teaching mankind the righteous path.
Medical Research:
Research that has as its objective, the progress of *Editor's note: These views are the author's and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor's or of I .M.A. lnshallah we plan to publish more detailed discussion of these topics in future issues. 
Withholding information from the patient:
Generally it is the duty of a physician to tell the patient all pertinent facts. However, it is permissjble under certain circumstances to withhold information from a patient who suffers from a fatal disease like cancer. Even lying to such a patient is not a sin. However, the closest relatives must be made aware of the nature of the illness. The patient must be told if he demands to know at all cost and the doctor deems that this knowledge will not unduly harm him :
Canvassing:
A doctor must refrain from any form of self advertising or canvassing. Some degree of advertising is necessary for a doctor who has just started a practice in a certain locality but it has to be discreet and bumble.
Certification:
Certification by a doctor must always be truthful: He should personally verify what he is going to certify.
Sincerity (common good):
Doctors must always work for the common good; even if it means that it is detrimental to his personal gain . For example, doctors must always work towards prevention of disease although this will result in a reduction of his clientele. This in fact is basically a form of charity and unselfishness. Abu Hurayrah (Allah be pleased with him) reported that Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: "Removal from the way of that which is harmful is charity.""
Use of forbidden articles:
A doctor may at certain times use drugs or materials which are forbidden. In another ~adith, the Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: "The one who looks after widows and the poor ones is like the one who struggles in the way of AUah or the one who keeps awake in the night for prayers and fasts during the day.' n i The nature of tills paper does not permit any summary to be made or conclusion to be drawn, but it is my hearf elt desire that an Islamic Code *Editor's note: With regard to the use of forbidden articles as a treatment modality, this would be allowed if no substitute is available and the treatments considered necessary. However, according to our knowledge today substitutes are available to alcohol and pork products eliminating ~be necessity for use of forbiden articles in most cases.
